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This appealing colorful agricultural fair poster from 1886,
titled “Better Than Ever,” was typical of those used to booster
interest in settlement and generate excitement in showcasing
the agricultural activities and achievements within a locality,
especially during the last quarter of the nineteenth century in

the Midwest and Great Plains; in this case, Hays City, Kansas.
Attendance was encouraged by opportunities to win premiums
at competitions, view demonstrations of farm implements, take
railroad excursions, watch or participate in horse-racing, along
with a host of social entertainments.
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Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains is published
quarterly through a partnership between the Kansas Historical
Foundation and the Department of History at Kansas State
University. The Kansas Historical Foundation serves as a fund-
raising, fund management, membership, and retail organization to
support and promote the Kansas Historical Society, a state agency
that safeguards and shares the state’s history through the collection,
preservation, and interpretation of its past. The Society’s collections
and programs are diverse and are made available through its
library and museum in Topeka, historic sites and classrooms across

KANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

‘ Department of History

the state, and publications and web-based resources accessible
everywhere. The Department of History at Kansas State University
is especially well-suited to the study of Kansas, agricultural, and
environmental history. As a Land Grant school whose culture
and economy have historically been shaped by the economy in
the state, the history of Kansas holds a venerable place in the
academic offerings of the University. Environmental history, with
a particular focus on agricultural, water, and grassland issues in
Kansas, has become increasingly more important to university
research and curricula worldwide.

The journal is available as one of many benefits of membership
with the Kansas Historical Foundation. Find more information
online at kshs.org/11413.

The journal publishes scholarly articles, edited documents, and
other materials that contribute to an understanding of the history
and cultural heritage of Kansas and the Central Plains. Political,
social, intellectual, cultural, economic, and institutional histories
are welcome, as are biographical and historiographical interpreta-
tions and studies of archaeology, the built environment, and material
culture. Articles emphasizing visual documentation, exceptional
reminiscences, and autobiographical writings are also considered
for publication. Genealogical studies are generally not accepted.

Manuscripts are evaluated anonymously by scholars who
determine their suitability for publication based on originality,
quality of research, significance, and presentation, among other
factors. Previously published articles or manuscripts that are
being considered for publication elsewhere will not be considered.
The editors reserve the right to make changes in accepted articles
and will consult with the authors regarding such. The publishers
assume no responsibility for statements of fact or opinion made
by contributors.

Kansas History follows the Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010). A style sheet, which
includes a detailed explanation of the journal’s editorial policy, is
available at kshs.org/12447. Articles appearing in Kansas History
are available online at the Kansas Historical Society’s website
(kshs.org/12445) and from EBSCO Publishing. They are available
on microfilm from ProQuest Microfilms.

The Edgar Langsdorf Award for Excellence in Writing, which
includes a plaque and an honorarium of two hundred dollars, is
awarded each year for the best article published in Kansas History.

The editors welcome letters responding to any of the
articles published in the journal. With the correspondent’s
permission, those that contribute substantively to the scholarly
dialogue by offering new insights or historical information
may be published. All comments or editorial queries should
be addressed to the editors, Kansas History: A Journal of the
Central Plains, 201C Calvin Hall, Kansas State University,
Manhattan, KS 66506-1002; 785-532-6730; email: KHJournal@
k-state.edu

lustrations appearing in the journal, unless otherwise noted,
are from the collections of the Kansas Historical Society.
Re-productions of images from the Society’s collections are
availablefor purchase. Please contact the State Archives Division
for ordering information: kshs.org/14154; 785-272-8681, ext. 132.

Kansas History (USPS 290 620) is published quarterly by the Kansas Historical Foundation, 6425 SW 6th Avenue, Topeka, KS 66615-1099 (kshs.org), officially
the Kansas State Historical Society, Inc., an IRS determined 501(c)(3) non-profit. It is distributed to members of the Kansas Historical Foundation. Annual
membership rates are $30 for students, $40 for individuals, $50 for organizations, $60 for households, and $70 for international. Single issues are $7.
Contact Vicky Henley, executive director and CEO, Kansas Historical Foundation, at 785-272-8681, ext. 201, for more information. Periodicals postage paid
at Topeka, Kansas, and additional mailing office in Lawrence, Kansas. Postmaster: Send address changes to Kansas History, 6425 SW 6th Avenue, Topeka,
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Buffalo Bill Cody, A Man of the West

Prentiss Ingraham
Edited by Sandra K. Sagala

Along with his nearly 600 novels and plays, Prentiss Ingraham (1843—
1904), Conlederate colonel and mercenary, penned a hiography ol his
hero, Buffalo Bill Cody. Published here with an introduction and notes by
Cody alicionado Sandra K. Sagala, who transcribed and edited the text of
the biography from the original that was serialized in 1895 by Duluth Press,
and illustrated with line drawings by one of Ingraham’s contemporaries,

Buffalo Bill Cody, A Man of the West is a1 once a unigue view of an owmsize
figure of the Wild West, an original document of American history, and a
petlormance as entertaining as any the self-stvled cowboy and showman
Bulfaloe Bill Cody ever staged.

360 pages, 19 illustrations, Cloth $55.00, Paper $29.95

Birds, Bones, and Beetles

B‘IRDS, BANES, The Improbable Career and Remarkable Legacy of
AND BEETLES University of Kansas Naturalist Charles D. Bunker
Charles H. Warner
#- “Binds, Bones, and Beetles 1s a carelully rescarched and beautifully written
= biography of Charles I Bunker, a young man who, with only a public
school education, became a major influence on the Museam of Natural
History at the University of Kansas in Lawrence —Michael |, Everhart,
adjunct curator of paleontology, Sternberg Muscum of Natural History,
Fort Hays State University

232 pages, 27 photographs, 1 map, Cloth $45.00, Paper $24.95

Trees, Shrubs, and Woody Vines in

Kansas
Revised and Expanded

(2

TREES, SHRUBS Michael John Haddock and Craig C. Freeman

AND \ifmw ‘;INES “This new field guide of the trees, shrubs, and woody vines of Kansas
L rovides a very uselul ool in exploring what grows around us

IN KANSAS 50228 e P : plaring what grc

Professionals and backyard naturalisis alike will enjoy learning [rom it
Michael Haddock and Craig Freeman are the ideal experts to provide the
updated details of the plant characteristics and the helpiul images that one

MCHADL KN HADGOCE AdD CRAK C Ml WAN

needs 1o identify the 166 woody species tha grow across the state and
region."—Kelly Kindscher, author of Edible Wild Plants of the Prairie: An
Ethnobotanical Guide and Medicinal Wild Plants of the Praivie: An
Ethnobatanical Guide

456 pages, 946 color photographs, 167 maps. Paper $26.95

Ebook editions available from your favorite ebook retailer,

;W "z University Press of Kansas
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